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Our Vision Statement
Rutherford Elementary will prepare our 

students for tomorrow’s world by providing a 
positive comprehensive school wide system of 
support that will foster academic, behavioral, 

social, and emotional needs of a diverse body of 
students.  This will create lifelong learners who 
are respectful and responsible citizens able to 
adapt to the challenges of our ever changing 

world. 

 What is MTSS?
MTSS stand for Multi-Tiered System of Support.  MTSS 
is a multi-level system of support that we provide to ALL 
students.  The staff at Rutherford uses researched based 

protocols to ensure each student gets what they need.  
We use this approach to focus on the whole child- 

Academics, Behavior, and  Social Emotional wellbeing. 
One part of the MTSS system is YOU, our families and 
community. In an effort to better communicate with 

you, we will be sending  out quarterly newsletters with 
updates and resources from the school.  Thanks for 

partnering with us in your child’s education. We are in 
this together.  

Principal’s Message 
Good Afternoon Rutherford Families, 

Rutherford Elementary has a tradition of high expectations and PRIDE is the heart of our 
school culture. The COVID-19 situation has been unprecedented in its impact on our society 
and our school system. Please, remember that Rutherford Elementary is a school filled with 

dedicated teachers and support staff, all with a common goal to ensure every student, the 
opportunity and support to learn and succeed at high levels.  We trust that you will support 

our efforts in trying to provide a safe, academic, and supportive learning environment 
contributing to the best education your student can receive.  We hope that you will be 

actively involved in your child's education at Rutherford Elementary. In our efforts to help 
you stay informed and involved in your student's education, we will be providing periodic 
newsletters through this teamed effort.  I am looking forward to our ongoing partnership 

this school year.
Sincerely,  Mr. Doi 

 Dates to Remember:

March 3-  2nd Trimester  
Ends

March 11- Parent/ Teacher 
Conferences- No School for 
Students

March 12- Teacher Inservice- 
No School for Students

April 1-5- Spring Break- No 
School

April 19-21- PSSAs Reading

April 26-29- PSSAs Math & 
Science

May 31- No School

June 3- Last Student Day of 
School

School Contact Info:
717.561.5004

6500 Clearfield Street
Harrisburg, PA 17111

https://www.cdschools.org/domain/2835
https://www.cdschools.org/domain/2835


Why It's Important To Read At Home
Reading together every day stimulates and strengthens your child's language and 

literacy skills.  By reading with your child, you also help to cultivate a lasting love of 
reading.  In the spring we will once again be doing Rutherford's Our School, Our Book 
event.  It will look a little different this year.  More information will be coming soon.  
We hope that you will join us as a school in reading our book together to create and 

foster a community of readers.

To meet the many needs of our students this school year. Paxtang and 
Rutherford Elementary teachers and staff have joined together to learn strong 
teaching strategies to pair with technology. The book we are reading is called 

"Bold School". The central message of this book is that we teachers can use "old" 
good teaching strategies and pair it with new digital tools.

One of the strategies we have been reading and discussing is called "Reciprocal 
Teaching". Reciprocal Teaching guides students to predict, clarify, question, and 
summarize. We use this strategy a lot in reading and we want to share them with 

you to use at home when you read together. Here are some Paxtang and 
Rutherford teachers modeling how they use the Reciprocal Teaching strategy at 

home:

Are your kids tired of the 
books you have at home? 
Check out these Award 

Winning Picture Books to 
shake up your shelves! 

Caldecott 
Newbery 

Coretta Scott King 
Schneider Family Book 

Award 

 Predict   Clarify   Question Summarize

A New Strategy to Try at Home

Award Winning 
Picture Books

https://abqlibrary.org/c.php?g=19174&p=108386
https://abqlibrary.org/newbery/All
http://www.ala.org/rt/emiert/cskbookawards/coretta-scott-king-book-awards-all-recipients-1970-present
http://www.ala.org/awardsgrants/awards/1/all_years
http://www.ala.org/awardsgrants/awards/1/all_years
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WWkruSN7JLWjz0h366g3SVb392Pek57n/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GlO7CMpCz34YLoRHVFgyUJOwpHh4_-7P/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kg0lUR2bu-rgCwYzY7XJO55EDB6s_Biv/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g0gL1DWGsNcc3uNh2468YOs_Sdqmlr9q/view?usp=sharing


 Math
Talking about numbers, or 

“number talks” can 
strengthen a child’s overall 
understanding of numbers 
and how they relate to each 

other. To complete a 
number talk- nothing is 

needed except your brain 
and your mouth! 

Check out this article which 
explains ways to engage 

students in number talks at 
home. 

Number Talks at Home 
Article

      What is PBIS?
PBIS stands for Positive Behavioral 
Interventions and Supports.  It is a 

school-wide system that recognizes the 
positive behaviors of our students and 

aims to promote social emotional 
learning while enhancing the safety of 

our students throughout the school day. 
It is used in schools across the country. 

Here at Rutherford our focus of this plan 
is to create a positive school climate that 

fosters being respectful, responsible, 
prepared, and safe.  The unified set of 

school-wide rules define our 
expectations for behavior in our school.  

Our four rules are: Be Respectful, Be 
Responsible, Be Safe, Be Prepared. We 
have a dedicated team of staff members 

that look at school-wide behaviors, 
identify areas of need based on data, and 
put systems of support in place to make 

improvements.  

Rutherford Raves
One of the largest PBIS  supports we 

have in place currently is our Rutherford 
Raves.  When Rutherford staff see 

students demonstrating our four school 
rules, they receive a Rutherford Rave.  

Students can save their Raves to 
purchase items from our school store, 

purchase a monthly grade level reward, 
or enter in a weekly prize drawing. 
Students have many opportunities 
throughout the day to earn these 
Rutherford Raves.  The staff at 

Rutherford is always on the lookout for 
students following the school rules.

 Technology 
Trouble

If your student is 
experiencing trouble using 
his or her district device, 
use this link to submit a 

help ticket and one of our 
district’s technology 

assistants will get back to 
you shortly. 

Submit a Request Here

https://www.centralriversaea.org/news/support-childs-learning-math-home-number-talks/
https://www.centralriversaea.org/news/support-childs-learning-math-home-number-talks/
https://www.centralriversaea.org/news/support-childs-learning-math-home-number-talks/
https://cdschools.sysaidit.com/servicePortal/

